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 My grandmother has been a caretaker of  plants, flowers, trees, shrubs—you name it—for as 
long as I can remember. Her favorite story to tell about me as a child is that I would come over and 
pick the flowers from her yard that she had tirelessly worked to cultivate, nurturing them from tiny 
sprigs to blooming flowers. The rest of  the story goes that my grandfather would ask me, “Does 
Gran know that you are picking her precious flowers?” and I would respond, “Yep. Gran lets me do 
whatever I want.” That was true. But deeper than that, when my grandmother was pressed about why 
she allowed me to pick the flowers that she had worked so tirelessly on, she would respond, “They’ll 
grow back. Flowers are tough.”  

 The Christian liturgical season called “Lent” began mid-February. During the season of  Lent, 
Christians are called to self-examination and repentance through fasting, self-denial, and meditating 
on scripture. In this season, we acknowledge that we are broken and need God’s grace to work and 
move us toward the promise of  resurrection, and we celebrate that promise with the conclusion of  
the Lenten season on Easter Sunday. The season leading up to resurrection, however, is not without 
sorrow, loss, hurting. Lest we not forget that one of  the last sentences that Jesus spoke was, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” The season of  Lent calls us to hold both the beauty and 
the brokenness, the joy and the pain, the suffering and the resurrection that we experience, 
acknowledge these complicated contradictions as truths of  this life, and remember that God shows 
up through it all—God never leaves or abandons us. Through the gift of  grace, God gives us our 
ability to grow and flourish into the beautiful creation that we are called to be. God is a mighty 
gardener who sees the potential of  growth and flourishing within each of  us. God gives us the ability 
to grow and God chooses to give us that growth despite our brokenness. We are like a garden 
needing tending. We need God to remind us of  our abundant life together. We need God to remind 
us that we were created to love.  

 As we move throughout this season of  Lent, we do so with repentant hearts as people in need 
of  growth, renewal, and hope. We participate in this journey toward a renewed spirit through self-
examination and repentance; through prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating 
on God's Holy Word. The beauty of  this season is that God meets us where we are in our journeys 
towards that renewed spirit, and God meets us there with grace. 

 As a loving gardener tending to what has been planted, God nourishes us and offers us 
restoration to live into our potential as bearers of  fruit for God’s kingdom here on earth and to 
come. As we continue our journey of  Lent and into the promise of  resurrection, may we do so with a 
spirit of  confession, of  self-examination, and repentance. May we continually ask God to empower 
us to replicate the grace of  forgiveness that God gives us so that we may give it to others. May we 
remember that when we turn away, that God continues to invite us back in with a spirit of  radical 
hospitality. 




