
 

Christmas – The Intersection of Human and Holy 

Fear not, for behold I bring you tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
(Luke 2:10-11) 
 
On a hillside on the outskirts of Bethlehem and in the earthiness of a stable the human and 
holy meet in very unlikely places. Christmas comes amidst the backdrop of very normal 
human activity – shepherds tending flocks, travelers seeking shelter from the cold and dark 
night, the sounds and smells of a stable, a child born to expectant parents. And yet, it is into 
this setting of human existence that angels announce this birth to unsuspecting shepherds 
and God enters the world in the form of this Holy child. While this particular intersection of 
the human and holy in Bethlehem was a unique event, Christmas continues to come every 
time we see God in the humanity of another person; every time we extend God’s love to the 
outcast and stranger; every time we seek to be peacemakers; every time we offer 
encouragement and hope to people who are hurting and in despair. Whether in Bethlehem, 
or Middle Tennessee; at work, in schools, at home and in communities around the world; 
Christmas comes in spite of all those forces that seek to silence the Angels song and the 
proclamation of this good news that God, in the Christ Child, has entered into human 
existence.  

As Ann Weems writes –  

Even now it comes,  
   In the face of hatred and warring – 
 no atrocity to terrible to stop it, 
 no Herod strong enough, 
 no hurt deep enough, 
 no curse shocking enough, 
 no disaster shattering enough. 
 
For someone on earth will see the star, 
 someone will hear the angel voices, 
 someone will run to Bethlehem, 
 someone will know peace and good will –  
The Christ will be born! 
 
Every time we bear witness to God’s presence in the world and to this news of great joy - 
Christmas comes. So let us once again journey to Bethlehem and see this miracle of God, 
which has come to pass and join with the shepherds in glorifying and praising God. May 
Christmas come anew in your heart and life. 
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